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Newsletter 22nd October 2021 
 
Dear parents and carers,  

This week, I was delighted that our first pupil 
completed one of the Reading Routes. Francesca, in 
Year 6, made two beautiful explosion books, which 
showcase the twenty books that she has read this 
term. The books include poetry, graphic novels, 
fiction, picture books and non-fiction. Francesca then 
spoke confidently and enthusiastically to me about 
her reading.  

Francesca is now a 
Reading Ambassador for 
Branfil; she will help to 
promote reading across 
the school – hopefully 
with the help of other 
keen readers who are 
soon to complete one of 
our Reading Routes (see 
the website for details). Part of Francesca’s prize was 
to choose two new books for her class’ library and 
they were delivered to the children today so they can 
start to enjoy them. 

Please encourage your child to follow one of the 
Reading Routes and celebrate their reading with 
them. 

Happy reading! 

Mrs Sansom, Headteacher 

Staff Update 
  
We wish Mrs Hacker (nee 
Quinn) all the very best as 
she starts her maternity 
leave. Her twins are due in 
a few weeks. Miss Logan 
will continue to teach 1 
Willow until Mrs Hacker’s 
return. 
  
We said goodbye to Mrs Bambury last week. She is 
retiring after over 20 years as a teaching assistant at 
Branfil. Mrs Bambury is looking forward to spending 
more time with her family now but hopefully she may 
return as a supply TA in the future.  We wish her all 
the very best too! 

EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER 

 
Vision for 2021-2026 

 
Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we 
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school 

values and make a positive contribution to the world. 
 

Adults and children feel valued and love learning 
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal 
success through being happy, safe and confident 

learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks, 
learn from their mistakes and seek help when 

needed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our value this half term is love and at Branfil we 
focus on loving ourselves, life and learning. 

 

 
 
Wear It Pink 
  
National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month is 
October every year. 
Thousands of people across 
the country take part by 
wearing pink ribbons or 
hosting events and fundraisers. Our staff team have 
been wearing pink today because it is a subject close 
to our hearts - breast cancer has affected two of our 
current staff team, whilst in their 40s, and two of our 
previous staff. 
  
Breast cancer is scary, but many people do not take 
the time to get checked. The good news is that there 
are things you can do to reduce your risk of getting 
breast cancer. Get yourself checked for breast cancer 
during October every year and make sure you are 
aware of the signs so you can act early. 
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What does reading on screens do to our brains? 

It seems that we are 
reading more than ever 
before, but much of it is on 
screens rather than physical 
books. Is this changing the 
way that our brains are working? BBC news have 
brought together scientists and scholars to look into 
the impact of digitisation on reading and whether this 
is leading to poorer comprehension skills.  

 See the link below to explore their interesting 
findings! 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/videos/what-does-
reading-on-screens-do-to-our-brains/p09xx6qw 

 
Excellence in the Arts Award 
 
Last week’s winner of the 
Excellence in the Arts Award went 
to Ekkam in 6 Hornbeam. 
Nominated by Mrs Hanson, 
Ekkam showed 
phenomenal effort when drawing 
a figure with the correct 
proportions.   
Ekkam demonstrated our value of 
explore by being proactive, asking for feedback and 
taking on board constructive criticism. We can all 
aspire to not only be able to sketch like Ekkam, but 
also to show her fantastic attitude to learning too. 
Well done Ekkam! 
 
This week, our Excellence in the Arts Award goes to 
Billy in 4 Rowan for his marvelous, miniature Anglo-
Saxon settlement. Miss Ansell was impressed with his 
attention to detail - especially the pocketsize 
campfire! Billy's love for learning is evident from his 
effort and all those who see his work aspire to create 
something just as spectacular. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Values Art Competition 
 
The Values Art Competition winner goes to a brother 
and sister duo! Miss Ansell couldn't choose between 
these two portrait artists so she had to choose 
both. Well done to Faye (1 Lime) and Dylan (2 Cedar) 
for their painted self-portraits. Showing our value of 
love, both Dylan and Faye were inspired by Élisabeth 
Vigée Le Brun and included an item they love in their 
portrait. We are all excited to see what they create 
next! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WIN an amazing illustration by Dapo Adeola! 

 
Check out this amazing 
opportunity to win an 
illustration by Dapo Adeola 
and the chance to appear in 
his new book! All you will 

need to do is design a fun character that means 
something to you – a crazy character or a normal 
person, whatever you want. The top three entries will 
get their version drawn by Dapo Adeola and the 
overall winner will be included in one of his upcoming 
books! For more information, follow the link below. 
 
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-
reading/have-some-fun/competitions/win-an-
amazing-illustration-by-dapo-adeola--and-the-
chance-to-appear-in-his-new-book/ 
 
Your Feedback 
 
We welcome all feedback about any aspect of school 
life. Positive feedback is a fantastic motivator for staff 
and negative feedback enables us to improve further, 
especially if is offers possible solutions too.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/videos/what-does-reading-on-screens-do-to-our-brains/p09xx6qw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/videos/what-does-reading-on-screens-do-to-our-brains/p09xx6qw
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/competitions/win-an-amazing-illustration-by-dapo-adeola--and-the-chance-to-appear-in-his-new-book/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/competitions/win-an-amazing-illustration-by-dapo-adeola--and-the-chance-to-appear-in-his-new-book/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/competitions/win-an-amazing-illustration-by-dapo-adeola--and-the-chance-to-appear-in-his-new-book/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/competitions/win-an-amazing-illustration-by-dapo-adeola--and-the-chance-to-appear-in-his-new-book/
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TFL STAR Project 
 
Well done team 
Branfil!  We received 
our Bronze 
Accreditation for the 
TfL STARS 
project!  This year we 
are  going  for SILVER  
so let's help make our 
travel  to and from  
school sustainable.  
 
All our bike and scooter parking is now open for your 
school journeys. 
 
 
Respecting our neighbours 
 
When parking near the school we would ask that you 
do not park across resident’s driveways.  You are 
preventing the person from exiting or entering their 
property.  We have also had complaints of one parent 
empying her rubbish from her car onto the pavement 
outside a resident’s house.  Please treat our 
neighbours with courtesy and respect. 
 
 
All About Your Child meetings 

All About Your Child meetings will be 
held on Wednesday 3rd November 
and Monday 8th November, both 
3.30-6.00pm. Please remember to 
book your 10 minute appointment on 
branfil.schoolcloud.co.uk 

 
 
Attendance  

From this term, we will be rewarding 
children whose attendance is 97% or 
more, rather than 100% as we did 
previously. Children will be awarded a 
certificate at the end of each term for 

great attendance, whilst this acknowledges that a day 
or two off due to illness, or time off to attend an 
urgent medical appointment, is often unavoidable.  
 
 
 

Parent/carer volunteer for OPAL 
 
One of our school improvement priorities is to 
‘sustainably improve the quality of play opportunities 
for all children’. This involves us embarking on an 
exciting 18 month project with OPAL 
(https://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/) . 
  
We need to set up a working party, including Mrs 
Sansom (Headteacher), Mrs Daly (OPAL Lead 
Teacher), Mrs Mead (Lunchtime Leader), a governor 
(Mr Moddy)  and a parent. The commitment would be 
to attend 8 mentor-led meetings of 2.5 hours, and 8 
school-led meetings, over 18 months. You would also 
need to be passionate about developing outdoor play 
opportunities and willing to offer additional time 
outside of these meetings. 
  
If you would like to be part of this working party then 
please email the office, FAO Mrs Sansom: OPAL, 
explaining why you would like to join the team. Mrs 
Sansom will then be in touch to discuss this with you. 
 

 

Musical Instrument Assembly 

Our older children 
enjoyed a fantastic 
assembly by the 
wonderful Mr Newby 
who taught all of Key 
Stage 2 about 
instruments in the 
brass family. The 
children were brilliant 
and everyone 
(including the 
teachers) came out 
with a huge smile on their face.  

Remember, if you would like your child/children to 
learn an instrument, please complete the form that 
the children have been given.  

 

 

 

https://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/
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Twitter  

Please follow us @BranfilPrimary for daily 
updates about school life, competitions, 
information etc.  

 
 
Polite Reminder 

Can you please ensure your 
children DO NOT play on the 
climbing frames after school. 

 
Halloween Stickers 

 
 
All children are bringing home a pack 
of Halloween stickers today that 
were kindly donated by a parent. 
 
 

 
Year 6 Parents – Secondary School Application 
 
Please remember to apply for your child’s secondary 
school application to Havering School Admissions.  
The deadline is Sunday, 31st October 2021. 
 
 
Contact with teachers 
 
A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact 
their child’s class teacher by using the following 
emails: 
 
ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
 

Your email will be answered within the teacher’s 
working hours only. 

E-Safety Notice  

We believe it is important to remind you that material 

that is unsuitable for children is circulating outside the 

platform it was originally available on. Please be 

vigilant and ensure that you are checking age limits 

and parental controls, as well as providing 

appropriate supervision of your children while they 

are online. Remember to check what they are 

watching; why they are watching it; how it makes 

them feel; and what to do if they are worried or upset 

about anything they come across on-line. 

  

 

 

 

 
 
The Friends of Branfil Quiz Night 

 
 
Please support The Friends of Branfil 
by booking the adults only quiz night 
on Friday, 12th November 2021.  
Details on the leaflet attached. 
 
 

 
 
 
Second Hand Uniform 
 
Our Branfil pre-loved uniform shop is 
open for socially distanced collections.  
You are able to purchase items of 
second hand uniform from  Suzanne 
Lock, who is operating entirely Covid 
friendly.  She asks that you text her 
your orders and she will then put the items in a box 
outside her house for collection.  Please message 
Suzanne on 07773910611 or via the Branfil Primary 
Preloved Uniform Facebook page. 
 

 
 

mailto:ash@branfil.havering.sch.ukfir@branfil.havering.sch.ukelm@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:ash@branfil.havering.sch.ukfir@branfil.havering.sch.ukelm@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:ash@branfil.havering.sch.ukfir@branfil.havering.sch.ukelm@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:ash@branfil.havering.sch.ukfir@branfil.havering.sch.ukelm@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk
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Informing Us About Positive COVID-19 Cases 

Under the new government guidance, if your child 
tests positive for COVID-19 then they must remain off  
school and follow instructions from Track & Trace. 
Please inform the school in the usual way, either by 
email or ringing the office. Please also email: 
covid19@branfil.havering.sch.uk. 
 

 

School start time 

A reminder that the back and front gates are open 
between 8.40 am and 8.50 am for children to arrive in 
school.   

Any children who arrive after this time will receive a 
late mark.  The minutes late, and reason for lateness, 
have to be entered onto our registration system, and 
the office staff will also ask for your child’s lunch 
requirement – this can all mean  a delay (especially if 
parents/carers have not consulted the menu in 
advance).  This then means your child is even later 
getting to class, meaning that they miss some 
essential early morning work. We therefore 
encourage parents and carers to ensure that children 
arrive promptly, whilst the gates are open.   

 

Absent from School 

 
 

Please remember to contact the school when your 

child is absent.  You can either email: 

attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the 

school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you 

wish to leave a message.  Please leave your child’s 

name, class and reason for absence.  Please do not 

just say your child is unwell as we need to record a 

reason.   If you wish to speak to a member of the office 

staff, please hold on the line and your call will be 

answered.  If you are informing us of a possible 

COVID-19 case, please remember to inform us again 

when you receive the PCR test result.  Remember to 

arrange a test/tests for anyone who is displaying any 

symptoms that may be COVID-19 related.  

 
 

Free School Meals 

If your circumstances have changed 

and you think you may be eligible for 

Free School Meals please see the link 

below to apply.  If your child is in R or 

KS1, you do not currently pay for 

school meals, but the school would still be able to get 

funding if you apply for free school meals.  If your child 

is in KS2, you would save a significant amount of 

money if your child is entitled to free school meals.  

As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for, 
and are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a 
one off grant of £50 towards school uniform to be 
used at the school suppliers.  To apply is very 
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlinefor
ms/free-school-meals.aspx#details 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If it is not possible to arrange a medical 
appointment, including doctors, dentist or 
hospital appointments, outside the school 
day, please send a copy of your appointment 
by text or email to:  

 attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.  

This is necessary in order for the absence to 
be authorised.  Please email in advance of the 
appointment to ensure that the teacher is 
aware and your child/children are sent to the 
office ready for you to collect. 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/head/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/YGWIO2Y2/covid19@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk
https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/free-school-meals.aspx#details
https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/free-school-meals.aspx#details
mailto:attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk
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15th October 2021  
 
Brody, George, Poppy, 
Dominic, Skye, Charlie, 
Emily, Gabrielle, Poppy, 
Benjamin, Zachary, Minnie, 
Alexia, Zoe, Rebekah, Molly, 
Luca, Ralphie, Loredana, 
Noah and Chloe. 
 
 
22nd October 2021 
 
Ada, Zachary, Fletcher, 
Lottie, Jamie, Ivy, Dylan, 
Mason, Joseph, Niamh, 
Sunny, Lucie, Ernie, Bella, 
Blake, Amelie, Riley, Leo, 
Amelia, Megan and Freddy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11.10.2021 – 15.10.2021 
 
The Attendance Cup was won by 3 Hazel. 
 
 
18.10.2021 – 22.10.2021 

 
 
 
Happy Birthday! 
 
Reggie, Gabriele, Harry, Madison, 
Matias, Penelope, Jack, Sylvia, 
Rosie, Isabella, Mckenzie, Alfie, 
Ronnie, Emily, Arnie, Lewis, 
Jordane, Isabelle, Frank and 
Oliver. 
 
 
 
Birthday Sweets & Treats 

Due to health and safety reasons, we are no longer 
able to distribute sweets or treats in school to 
celebrate children’s birthdays. Please do not put your 
child’s teacher in a difficult position by asking them to 
do this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This winning class this week is 3 Maple.        
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Dates for your Diary 

 

  

Monday, 25th October – Friday, 29th October 2021 Half Term 

Wednesday, 3rd November 2021 ‘All About Your Child’ Meetings 3:30-6:00pm 

Monday, 8th November 2021 Flu Vaccinations Catch Up 

Monday, 8th November 2021 ‘All About Your Child’ Meetings 3:30-6:00pm 

Friday, 19th November 2021 INSET day 

Monday, 20th December 2021–Monday,  3rd January 
2022 

Christmas Holidays 

Tuesday, 4th January 2022 INSET day 

Monday, 14th February – Friday, 18th February 2022 Half Term 

Monday, 4th April – Monday, -18th April 2022 Easter Holidays 

Tuesday, 19th April 2022 INSET day 

Monday, 9th May – Thursday, 12th May 2022 Year 6 SAT’s 

Monday, 16th May – Friday, 20th May 2022 Year 6 Residential trip to Gilwell Park Activity Centre 

Friday, 27th May INSET day 

Friday, 22nd July 2022 INSET day 
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